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RELIGIOUS DESIRE AND ITS CULTIVATION. 
BY ELDER JOSEPH ROMNEY. 


| All men have a desire to increase 
in some way. Some desire an increase 
of sensual pleasure, and of animal 
igor sufficient to restore to them the 
ernal freshness of their youthful 


morn, when ey ing was enjoyed 
vith a zest iar to that period of 


uife. Others thirst for fame; ambi- 
things them rational | 
e upon the sli path 
of political and worldly 
where, amid the surging and seethi 
of fiendish passions, every vestige 
innocence 18 swept away, and they 
ess of the 
nights of others, until they, in turn, 
stumble in the path, when their rivals 
taking advan of their weakness, 
hurl them into the arena below from 
such a dizzy height that they are 
speedily lost sight of amid the strug- 
ging masses. But the best, the most 
unselfish and the most noble will seek 
for an increase of that Holy Spirit 
Which the Apostles and the ets 


of God are guided by. 3 


1 Some consider on 

invention of 

bitious men, who ho , by itsinfiu- 
ence, the more to lead and 


govern the blinded multitude, Such’ 


| belief. The dread of being dispossessed. 


men use it as their capital—as a mask 
beneath which to act selfishly, re- 

of the rights of others, so 
that a fair exterior and deportment 
are maintained. But such 3 
are their belief; the 
very fact. eir own duplicity and 
double dealing renders them restless. 


and anxious, and, instead of confi-. - 


dence in. their fellow-men, they look | 
upon everyone else as acting with the._ 
same deception as themselves... . ; 

of the greatest evils which ever afflicted 
society have been in consequence. of. 
this abuse of religion ; and men in the 
holy guise of expounders of God’s law. 
have oppressed and led astray the. 
honest who desired -salvation, but. 
knew not how to obtain it otherwise 
than by listening to them, It is con-_— 
siderations such as these which make 
the opposers of the Gospel so bitter in 
the, 

expound the ure proclaim. 
Fearful of losing, 
to the iniquity of persecution to stay. 
the advance of those principles caleu- 


lated to diffuse universal light and to. 


make every man a judge of hisown 


wer 
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of power, of influence and of affluence 
causes them to battle blindly and 
ignorantly against pure and virtuous 
principles, and to hope, in the advo- 
cacy of error, to triumph over the 
sworn decrees of our heavenly Father. 

But, as time i the Saints 
acquire greater owledge of the 
principles of the Gospel, and with it 
they receive a greater power to resist 
wel impulses. The evil practices of 
those around warn them of the futility 
of human hope without celestial guid- 
ance, and, as they see farther, they 
are drawn more closely and more 
sensibly towards the things of God, 
and the chimerical speculations which 
would unite carnal indulgence with 
spiritual advancement are swept farther 
and farther away before the light of 
superior revelation. The hope that 
each one has of salvation, must, to be 
reasonable, be built upon a foundation 
of good deeds and not. upon the 
chimeras of human judgment, for the 
best and purest thoughts of man’s 
brain are powerless without God’s 
Spirit, and his mind left to its own 
efforts feels the bitterness of its own 
littleness and weakness, and shrinks 
appalled from the self-denials and the 
conflicts before it ; but, upheld by the 
light of the Holy Ghost, it meets un- 
concernedly the serried phalanxes of 
the enemies of righteousness, and 
conquors them by the force of its 
superior worth. The course of know- 
] is ever onward and upward, and 
the prospect of triumph is ever before 
those who seek diligently the nobler 
things within our reach—knowledge of 
God and godliness, instead of the 
mere gratification of passion and the 
possession of wealth. We cannot 
comprehend a future without an aim, 
nor the attainment of any object with- 
out an effort. The mind of man is 
of such a formation that to remain in 
inaction lessens its elasticity and 
powers of retention, while exercise 
continues to strengthen and increase 
its appreciation of happiness and its 
powers of attainment. By contem- 
plating things of a noble and exalted 
character, the mind insensibly partakes 
of their grandeur; and that moral 
sublimity, which scorns the littleness 
of malice and revenge, is the result of 

noble thoughts noble deeds, the 
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latter being but a natural sequence 
e plan of salvation as reveal 
Jesus Christ is the most er 
theme that could ever claim the atiep. 
of It is true it does 
not present the gratifying prospect 
submission to ont will and to pa 
pleasure, such as the conquorors 
pathway does ; on the contrary, those 
who embrace it must expect the sneer 
and the scorn of all who love not (od 
—to meet reverses and to be derided: 
but are we better than the Prophets 
who have suffered? than He who 
died to redeem a fallen world? Then 
should not we bear our cross for % 
short a time as the duration of human 
life, and without repining at the dis- 
pensations of Providence? The Go 
pel of salvation is the same to-day 
that it was centuries ago ; its geircun- 
stances undergo modifications to suit 
times, but its fundamental principles 
are “the same and ever will remain so, 
They who look upon the mysteries 
of existence, and perceive no point to 
which all things tend, no object for 
which life was instituted, most ceriain- 
ly boast of but little discernment, and 
no appreciation of the designs of God 
or of his purposes. If such vast and 
boundless resources are in their exer- 
cise without aim, then can we as well 
say that the system of the universe 1s 
a myth, a compound of imaginative 
dreams, deduced from chaos and sus- 
ceptible of no tangible realization 
Such a thing would be an expenditure 
of strength and a waste of time, ridi- 
culous, even if exercised by man ; but 
if exercised by one whose power 18 
infinite, whose domain 1s boundless, 
infinitely more so. Then, if the 
formation of spheres has an object, 80 
has our existence; and if we let i 
pass, little by little, without 
ment, without aim, then are we no 
fulfilling the order of our creation, 
and some-day will we meet commenstr 
rate punishment. The world, however 
much it may boast of its prowess 
its improvement, has not made sv! 
wondrous advancement ; altho ual 
vention, physical and. intell "ed 
knowledge may have each be 2g snd 
vastly its province, yet mo 


religiously its status and its wor 
decreased, Yet, mans pry 
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sumption would lead him to reverse 
the doctrines taught by J esus himself;. 
and set up in opposition the man- 
made systenis that bear upon 
surface the impress of falsehood. — 
The greatest reaso — that 
men are so slow in believing the truth 
is, that they are too little given to 
judging for themselves. It has been 
the custom, for ages past, of almost 
the entire civilized world, to look more 
after the things of an earthly nature, 
and the fleeting treasures of this life, 
than to store their minds with intelli- 
gence and wisdom. Few of the peo- 
ple of common education, such as is 
bestowed upon the masses of this and 
other countries, ever think that they 
have a right to read and understand 
the Scriptures, and they consequently 
leave to their ministers and spiritual 
advisers the task of taking care of 
their eternal salvation. They do not 
realize the. responsibility they them- 
selves are placed under, and it is the 
policy of those interested to kee 
them as much as possible in the dar 
with reg&rd to their rights and privi- 
leges. The best of us are very liable 
to receive false impressions, and often, 
if once prejudiced against any parti- 
cular thing or person, it would take 
something little short of a miracle to 
nd us of it. In like manner have 
thousands received the Gospel with 
scoffs and jeers, who, did they reflect 
upon it, would at once have embraced 
it; but it does seem, at times, that 
there are human beings who are void 
of all thought—whose minds are of 
such an abnormal construction that 
they cannot indulge in any reflection, — 
all taste for such a thing being eradi- 
cated or unformed. t is in this 
ing power which we call mind, 
and almost in it alone, that we excel 
the brutes. In strength, in power of 
muscle, in the instinctive exercise of 
€ various functions of the senses, 
the brutes far excel ; but in the orga- 
nization or the compounding of powers, 
in the proper we most skilful dis 
position of our forces, the thinker far 
exeels, and the blind efforts of the 
huge Leviathan are nothing against 
the skill of a being not a thousandth 
part as physically powerful: But, at 
many times the mere creature of in- 
stinct lives purer and more in accord- 


their | 
+! and dislikes of its nature; but man, - 


RELIGIOUS DESIRE, ETC. 
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little -inferior to that of the angels. - 
be 


ance with the laws of nature and of 
health, than he who boasts intelligence ~ 


The brute will not outrage t 


by custom, by. constantly vitiating the . 
intelligence God, has bestowed upon — 
him, becomes every. moment more — 
corrupt and less capable of apprecia- 
ting the responsibilities placed upon. . 
him, by thus being the possessor of. 
attainments and talents. | | 
eligion, or belief in God, .is neces- © 
sary to man, for, a being formed as he 
is, having..no ideas of reward and . 
ee would become the most 
earful and the most dreadful -of 
character, warmed. by selfishness into - 
malevolent action, would spread wide 
and. wholesale destruction on every 
hand. But, governed by the know- 
ledge of his mission, by 
the consciousness of power and of the 
height to which he can attain if faith- — 
ful, his all is at stake, and he must. 
triumph over evil if he would satisfy 
his desire to be happy. He must 
either be the most wicked and devilish 
of beings, or the most pure and the 
most unselfish. There is no stay for 
him—he, must either go forward or 
go backward, either progress or retro- — 
grade, for, like nations, individuals 
appear, rise to their zenith or set in 
a night of darkness brought on by 
corruption and imbecility. Belief in 
God softens the realities of life, and 
tones down the harsher characteristics 
of our nature, and, by giving a system 
or a method to its efforts, enables 
human nature to triumph in the con- 
flict with evil. It is this feeling of 
reverence which makes us better and 
wiser, reveals brighter prospects and* 
hides the more repulsive aspects of 
self-denial and of adversity, causing 
us to be strong in the midst of weak- 
ness, wise in the midst of folly, peace- 
ful and calm in the midst of jarring 
and contending elements. It makes 
us humble and reliant upon the pro- 
vidences and the promises of God, and. 
causes us to rejoice in his future gifts, — 
as harbingered in the green fields, the _ 
fruitful harvests and the genial sun. . 
But this belief must be | 
system, and that system is the as 
of J Christ. things, even 
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those of an earthly nature are, for the 
better convenience of the learner, 
reduced to a method, for, by being so 
they are more easily understood an 
mastered. In like manner our belief 
is methodized, for man, by the muiti- 
licity of his ions, lest the 
pirit of God, lost a knowledge of 
him and of his gifts to man, conse- 
quently was entirely ignorant of how 
to worship him. This worship the 
Gospel teaches, and it is onward and 
progressive in its principies, as much 
so as are the different sciences of the 


day. 

Hitherto the increasing information 
man hes been able to obtain of the 
various srts and sciences, instead of 
exalting the possessor in humility and 
in reliance upon the arm of God, has 
made him more vain-glorious and 
boastful, and the real blessings God 
granted to him have been perverted 


and have proven injurious. ‘The 
meekness which would cause a person 
to listen to the principles of the Gospel 


has passed away, and the self-sufficient 
sneer of fatalism and infidelity has 
taken its place. But the time will 
come, and that before the unwary look 
for it, ‘‘that every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus is the Christ, ” Then will the 
man-made knowledge of the world be 
as nought before the wisdom of the 
Priesthood, and a terrible reckoni 

will it be for those who have abu 

the blessings they possessed. Infor- 
mation is to be desired, to be sought 
for by every honest means, is to be 


prized above the diamond of the dark | 
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Indian mine or the treasures of the 
richest potentate upon earth ; but to 
have it and prostitute it to the base 
purposes of furthering unholy, selfish 
ambition, is to commit an error aj 
which minor faults pale into nothing. 
ness. 

The science of religion is too simple 
to suit the philosophical minds of our 
dealers in sophistry, and they labor 
to make it more intricate and more 
difficult of comprehension, to further 
their own peculiar views. They do 
not believe in simplicity, but deal 


altogether in the labyrinthine turnings 


that intricacy is a test of eloquence 
and of truth. There are many who 
cling to darkness rather than to the 
light; to the obsolete traditions of 
their fathers in preference to the sim- 
plicity of truth ; to the sophistry of 
sectaries instead of to the purity of 
God’s words, as written in the book 
of his law; and, by their example, 
they drive many away, who, left to 
their own guidance, would gladly em- 
brace the Gospel. 

Happiness is that which all see 
and is the follower or result of 
deeds, and the practice of good deeds 
is taught by the Gospel. ere is not 
one unholy or impure thought con- 
tained in it, and misery and despair 
will follow all who dare to use it des 

itefully, and make irreverent and 

lasphemous allusions to its principles. 
We canaot trifle with God’s word and 
be safe, nor can we be free from the 
scorpion stings of an accusing con- 
science. 


PRIESTHOOD. 


BY ELDER GEORGE SIMS. 


Among the revelations given by the 
Lord to Joseph Smith, a find, one: 
that declares that the Lord’s servants 
in these last days are the sons of 
Ephraim. We naturally enquire. why 
the descendants of one of the sons of 
Joseph who was sold into Egypt should 
have been selected for this important 


| families that had, naturally, the qua 
lifications of mind, when aided by in- 
spiration, to enable them to perform 
e saving duties he required of them. 
If there were on the earth a — 
that had minds that could be cloth 
with salvation, and would —— 
ceive the communications of the Lord 


the Lord to select his servants from 


in any way he might devise—whether 
by ic messengers, the voice of 4 


of a diseased brain, which imagines © 
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Pleasant child. 


Prophet, the Urim and Thummin, or 
dreams and visions—we should con- 
clude that such a family would be 
selected by the Lord to fulfil his pur- 
_ There are very few biographies 
recorded in Holy Writ which are more 
admired than that of Joseph, who was 
sold into Egypt : a tear has filled the 
eye of many when reading the pages 
of his SE history. When a 
boy he was the favorite of his father, 
because the Patriarch saw in him those 
rms of faith which were sure to gain 
Fim favor with the Lord. His dreams 
that the sun, moon, and stars made 
obeisance to him, and also that the 
wheat-sheaves of his brethren bowed 
to his wheat-sheaf, were all typical of 
his future greatness. 

We read that his brethren, the pa- 
triarchs, were jealous of him; no doubt 
they had dreams also, but we do not 
read of this amiable boy being jealous 
of them. If we follow him to Egypt, 


_ there we find his virtue unyielding to 


the wife of Potiphar; the law of the 
Lord was written on his heart—his 
chief reflection was, ‘‘ How can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against 


God?’ When the revelations of the 


Lord showed him the import of Pha- 
raoh’s dreams, which gained him the 
favor of the King, his ing is always 
marked with modesty and dignity. 
When his brethren bowed before him 
in the time of their distress, the nobility 
of his soul is seen in his answer, ‘‘ Now 
therefore be not grieved, for God did 
send me before you to preserve life.” 
We also find that Jacob gave to Joseph 
and his son Ephraim special blessings, 
and after invoking them upon the 
heads of his two grandchildren, he 
said that Ephraim should be greater 
than his brother Manasseh. Joseph’s 
boys are regarded by their grandfather 
with affection throughout the entire 
history. Every act relating to the 
character of the tribe of Ephraim is 
marked with more approbation than 
we find awarded to any other of the 
family of Jacob. Ephraim is called a 


The wisdom of the Lord is seen in 
selecting the family of Ephraim to be 
servants in the last days, and to 
choose from them a Royal Priesthood. 
Ephraim has already gone forth to the 


as 


tory, an like his great progeni- 
tor, commenced hoarding up grain to 
meet the wants of the people wh 
when pressed by famine, will ask Metad 
of him. Ephraim is selected by the 
Lord to be the great Reformer of the 
remnants of the nations that will be 
left after the wicked are slain. He 
has the capacity to believe in every 
righteous principle ever revealed to 
man from the heavens, and has a heart 
to love the human family, and desires 
to exalt them to the enjoyment of the 
principle of righteousness which his 
mind is stored with. 

The Royal Priesthood is not con-— 
ferred upon a certain race upon @ prin- 
ciple of favoritism, but purely because 
they naturally possess a governing 
i and philanthropic disposition to 

less the other portions of. the human 
family. That particular family have 
always evinced skill in learning and 
were ca of under- 
standing the sciences of the Egyptians, 
and also had the revelations of the 
Lord to show them future exigencies, 
and prudence and economy to prepare 
to meet them. Most of the Latter-day 
Saints are of Ephraimitish origin, and 
despised as they now are, it only re- 
quires the opportunities of learning 
and the advantages of the instruction 
of their inspired brethren to develop 
in them those superior talents, com- 
bined with wisdom and an understand- 
ing of the true character of the Lord, 
to make them a blessing to all nations. 
It seems a weakness in human nature 
to enviously strive to hinder the rising 
greatness of men who are naturally 
their superiors, but the providence of 
the Lord. has wisely arranged that the 
good and great shall gov and it 
must be brought to pass, e time 
will come when all men shall be filled 
with knowledge, and their teachers 


will be the sons of E 
The human family have many wants 
that need supplying—they need arehi- 


tects to erect their buildings, food. for 
their subsistence, clothing for their 
comfort, knowledge for their advance- 
ment, society for their happiness ; and 
to bring them back into the presence 
of God they want a priesthood who 
are lineal descendants of Ephraim. 


PRIESTHOOD, 
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“CAN YOU 


With what earnestness the question 
is asked... And well it may be, for it is 
@ very important and comprehensive 
‘ one. The nature of the answer given 
to it has decided the standing, social 
position, and life-long career of thou- 
sands. The young man whose charac- 
ter is such that his friends ean unhesi- 
tatingly answer this question in the 
affirmative in his behalf, has already, 
so to speak, ‘‘made his fortune.” He 
has laid a solid foundation for a life of 
usefulness and happiness, and, if he 
' retains the same character, he is sure 
to on in any of the various walks 
of life he may choose, and to win for 
himself a continually widening circle 
of influence and respect. 

**Can you depend on him?’ not 
only in great matters, where pride and 
love of approbation will prompt him to 
action, but in his faithful performance 
of those, apparently, minor and unseen, 
but in reality most important duties ? 
Can you depend on him in private as 
well as in public ; in trifling as well as 
in important affairs ; in all the varied 
duties and relationships of life? If so, 
we want him—the world wants him— 
God wants him. He is invaluable— 
more precious ‘‘than the golden wedge 
ot Ophir.” The world is full of learned 
men, of talented men, of smart men: 
what it wants is reliable men—men of 
sterling integrity and faithfulness, to 
whom it can commit its interests, both 
individual, social, and universal, feel- 
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DEPEND UPON HIM.” 


ing the utmost confidence that they 
ill be punctually and properly at. 
tended to. There is plenty of work 
for such men to do ; everybody wants 
them ; no need for them to lack en- 
ployment. The only difficulty will be 
that they will be wanted by too many 
persons and in too many places at 
once. 

What a luxury it is to feel that you 
have one about you whom you can de- 
pend upon. -If-you entrust him with 
any business you can feel just as cer- 
tain of its being attended to as though 
you were to do it yourself; if called 
away, you can leave your affairs in his 
hands without anxiety or uneasiness ; 
and whether you entrust property, 
reputation, or family to his care, you 
feel that it is all right—he can be de- 
pended on. 

It is a glorious thing to be able to 
say of aman,—You can depend on him. 
It is the highest encomium that can be 
pronounced upon him, the strongest 
recommendation that can be given him; 
and the time is not far distant when 
all such men will be called for, sought 
out and trusted, loved and honored. 

You may not be. able to become as 
wealthy or as learned and talented as 
many men, but you can become 48 
good as any man. You can cultivate 
the principle of unswerving integrity, 
and live so that yourself, your friends, 


d God end on you. 


Dear brethren, we should remind you 
of this thing, and although you have had 
indignities, insults and injuries heaped 
upon you, till further suffering would 
seem to be no longer a virtue, we would 
Bay, be patient, dear brethren, for, as 
saith the Apostle, ‘Ye have need of pa- 
tience, that after being tried you may 
inherit the promise.’ You have been 


tried in the furnace of affliction, the time 
to exercise patience is now come; and 
We shall reap, brethren, in due time, if 
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we faint not.’ Do not breathe vengeance 
upon your oppressors, but leave the case 


in the hands of God, ‘ For vengeance 1s_ 


mine, saith the Lord, and I will rep: a 

We would say to the widow, and to the 
orphan, to the destitute, and to the ot 
eased, who have been made s0 ee 
persecution, be patient, _ are not for- 
gotten, the God of Jacob has his eye 19h 
you, the heavens have been witness 
your sufferings, and they are 


on high; angels have gazed upon the 
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, and your tears, groans, your 
marie ae anguish of heart, are had in 


remembrance before God ; they have en- 
tered into the sympathies of that bosom, 


who is ‘ Touched with the feelin of our 
‘4 infirmities,’ who was ‘Tempted in all 
r4 points, like unto you ;’ they have entered 
rk ‘oto the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth ; be 
. patient, then, until the words of God be 


fulfilled, and his designs accomplished, 
and then shall he pour out his vengeance 
upon the devoted heads of yourmurderers, 
and then shall they know that he is God, 
and that you are his people. 

And we would say to all Saints who 
have made a covenant with the Lord by 
sacrifice, that inasmuch as you are faith- 
ful, you shall not lose your reward, al- 

though not numbered among those who 
| were in the late difficulties in the west. 
We wish to stimulate all the brethren 
| to faithfulness ; you have been tried, you 
are now being tried, and those trials, if 
you are not watchful, will corrode upon 
the mind, and produce unpleasant feelings; 
but recollect that now is the time of trial, 
soon the victory will be ours ; now may 
be a day of lamentation, then will be a 
day of rejoicing ; now may be a day of 
sorrow, but by and bye we shall see our 
Lord, our sorrow will be turned into joy ; 
and our joy no man taketh from us. 
Be honest ; bemen of truth and 
let your word be your bond, be diligent, 
rayerful ; pray for, and with your fami- 
es, train you children in the fear of 
the Lord, cultivate a meek and quiet 
spirit, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, 
the destitute, be merciful to 

Widow and orphan, be merciful to your 

brethren, and to all men ; bear with one 

another’s infirmities, considering your own 

Weakness; bring no railing accusation 

against your race, Bag especially take care 
_ Mat you do not against the authorities or 

elders of the Church, for the principle is 
of the devil; he is called the accuser of 
the brethren ; and Michael, the archangel, 

ed not bring a raili accusation 
against the devil, but said, ‘ The Lord re- 

e thee, Satan ;’ and any man who 
pursues this course of accusation and mur- 
muring, will fall into the snare of the 

evil, and apostatize, except he repent. 
“ ude, in the 8th verse, says, likewise 
ose filthy dreamers despise dominion, 
ere speak evil of dignities ; and, says he, 
hold, the Lord cometh with ten thou- 

Sand of his saints, to execute judgment 

upon the ungodly, and to convince all that 

are nngodly among them, of all their un- 
godly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard speeches which 

Sodly sinners have spoken against him. 
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Peter, ge: on the same prin- 
ciple, says, ‘ The 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished: but chiefly 
them that walk after the flesh in the lust 
of uncleanness, and despise government, 
Presumptuous are vr self-willed ; they 
are not afraid to speak evil of dignities: 
whereas angels, which in power 
and might, bring not ing accusation 
against them before the Lord.’ Ifa man 
sin, let him be dealt with according to 
the law of God in the Bible, the Book of 
Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants, 
and then leave him in the hands of God 
to rebuke, as Michael left the devil. 

Gird yourselves with righteousness, and 
let truth, eternal truth, be written in- 
delibly on your hearts. Pray for the 
_ rity of Zion, for the Prophet and 

is Counsellors, for the Twelve, the High 
Council, the High Priests, the Seventies, 
the Elders, the Bishops, and all the Saints, 
that God may bless them, and preserve 
his people in righteousness, and grant 
unto them wisdom and intelligence, that 
his kingdom may rollforth 

We would say to the Elders, that God 
has called you to an important office, he 
has laid upon you an onerous duty, he has 
called you to an holy calling, even to be 
Priests of the ‘Most High God,’ messen- 
gers to the nations of the earth; and upon 
your diligence, your perseverance and 
faithfulness, the soundness of the doc- 
trines that you preach, the moral precepts 
that you advance and — and upon 
the sound principles that you inculcate, 
hang the destinies of the human family, 
wile you hold that priesthood. 

You are the men that God has called to 
spread forth his kingdom, he has com- 
mitted the care of souls to your charge, ~ 
and when you received this priesthood, 
you became the legate of heaven, and the 
Great God demands it of you, that you 
should be faithful ; and inasmuch as you 
are not, you will not be chosen ; but it 
will be said unto you, stand by, and let a 
more honorable man than thou art take 
thy place, and receive thy crown ;~ be 
careful that you teach not, for the Word 
of God, the commandments of men, nor 
the doctrines of men, nor the ordinances 
of men, inasmuch as you are God’s mes- 
sengers ; study the Word of God and 
preach it, and not your opinions, for no 
man’s opinion is worth a straw ; advance 
no principle but what you can prove, for 
one Scriptural proof is worth ten thousand 
opinions: we would moreover say, abide 
by that revelation which says, ‘ Preach 


| nothing but repentance to this generation,’ 


| 

é 
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and leave the further mysteries of the another’s ground without invitation jg vO" 
kingdom till God shall tell you to preach interfere with another's privilege, fog agai 
them, which is not now. your mission is to the world, and not 


The horns of the beast, the toes of the 
og. the frogs and the beast mentioned 
y 


ohn, are not going to save this gene- 


ration, for if a man. does not become 
acquainted with the first principles of the 
Gospel, how shall he understand those 
greater mysteries, which the most wise 
cannot understand without revelation. 
These things, therefore, have nothing to 
do with vour mission. 

We have heard of some foolish vagaries, 
and wild speculations originating only in 
a disordered imagination, which are set 
forth by some, telling what occupation 
they had before they came into this world, 
and what they would be employed with 
after they leave this state of existence ; 
these, and other vain imaginations, we 
would warn the Elders against ; because, 
if they listen to such things, they will 
fall into the snare of the devil, and when 
the trying time comes they will be over- 

own. 

_ We would also warn the Elders, accord- 
ing to previous counsel, not to go on to 


(To be continued.) 


ascribe the glory to God and not to your. 


the churches. 

We would also remark, that no my 
has a right to usurp authority or powe 
over any Church, nor has any man pove 
to preside over any Church, unless he ig 
solicited and received by the voice of that 
Church to preside. 

Preach the first principles of the do. 
trine of Christ, faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, repentance towards God, baptism 
in the name of Jesus for the remission of 
sins, laying on of hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. | 

When you go forth to preach, and the 
Spirit of God rests upon you, giving you 
wisdom and utterance, and enlightening 
your understanding, be careful that you 


selves ; boast not of intelligence, of wis- 
dom, or of power; for it is only that 
which God has imparted unto you, but be} 
humble, be meek, be patient, and give) 
glory to God. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1863. 


nec 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DUTY OF SELF-CULTURE @ 
| 
Ir is impossible for us to estimate too highly the importance of so improving 
our time, and the facilities afforded us of obtaining knowledge, as to quality 
ourselves for the intelligent and faithful discharge of our duties in the vanous 
spheres in which we may be called to act; and, also, wer 
far as it is in our power to do so, for positions of increased responsibility, and 
in which our sphere of usefulness will be greatly extended. The 
God will not always occupy the humble position which it now does, 
will it continue to be confined to its present circumscribed limits. Many y a 
will not pass away before it will take its place among the nations of the earth, 
and assume a leading position in, and exert a predominating influence ‘lh 
the social, religious and political affairs of the world, and when its disciples a0 
ministers and representatives will not be treated with that contumely and com 
temp with which they are at present received. In order that they may be 
prepared for this state of things, and keep pace with the gradual but wey 
Progress of the kingdom, the Lord has said to his servants, “Seek diligen’Y 
nd teach one another words of wisdom ; yea seek ye out of the best boo 


to prepare ourselves, 80 
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yrds of wisdom: seek learning even by study and also by faith.’ And 
“Study and learn, and become acquainted with all good books, and 
vith languages, tongues and people.” We can readily perceive from these 
brief quotations, as well as from many other instructions which we have 
received upon this subject, that, although the Lord has “‘ called upon the weak 
things of the world—those who are unlearned and despised, to thresh the 
nations by the power of His Spirit,” yet he does not design them to continue 
weak and unlearned and despised ; but, on the contrary, has commanded them 
to seek wisdom and knowledge, and to study to make themselves acquainted 
vith the manners, customs, languages and laws of the inhabitants of the 
diferent countries of the earth. 

The wisdom of pursuing such a course as this is already apparent to those 
Elders who have been sent abroad to proclaim the Gospel to the various nations 
of the earth ; and it will be made still more evident, in a few years, when the 
Elders of Israel are called to go forth as the accredited representatives of the 
kingdom of God, and will necessarily have to move in what are called “‘ the 
fa higher circles” of society. That time will certainly come; and it is easy to 
: perceive how necessary it will be, for all who may be called upon to fill those 
stim responsible positions, to be possessed of general intelligence and cultivated 
MM uinds, combined with a familiar acquaintance with the laws and customs of 

the people among whom they may be sojourning, in order that they may fill 
their appointed missions with honor to the Government they represent and 
with pleasure and credit to themselves. Besides, the time will also come when 
the servants of God, in possession of the Holy Priesthood, will be called upon 
to go forth and preside over the various communities, tribes and nations of the 
earth, and to administer the laws of Zion in their midst, in righteousness, 
justice and mercy. This they could not do if destitute of a knowledge of the 
past history, laws, customs, habits, etc., of the people; because, all these 
things must necessarily be taken into account in judging and governing a 
people righteously and wisely. It may be said, by some, that these great 
changes are not likely to take place in their day, and that, therefore, they need 
not trouble themselves to prepare for them. But, supposing they do not take 
place in our own day, they will during the lives of our children; and how are 
they to be prepared for them unless we, as their parents and guardians, seek to 
instruct them in that wisdom which is to be obtained from the ‘‘ best books,” 
and also by the study of men and things around them. This knowledge we 
certainly cannot impart unless we possess it ourselves ; hence, if there were no 
other reason, the necessity for every member, as well as every Elder, of the 
Church of Christ gaining all the useful knowledge which their cireumstances 
and opportunities will permit, whether by reading or observation. | 

But it is equally as necessary for the Elders of Israel to store their minds 
with practical information now—especially with a correct knowledge of the 
Principles of the Gospel and the revelations of the Lord—and to train them- 
selves to correct and pleasing habits and manners, as it will be under any 
future circumstances. They are sent forth to be saviors of men, and they 
have the Truth to offer to them, by which they can be saved. But, if they 
would become ‘‘ able ministers of the Word” and accomplish much good, they 
must be, as the Apostle Paul expresses it, ‘‘ thoroughly furnished” with all 
the requisites, both in words and works, to enable them to present that truth 
Man acceptable and saving manner. It is not enough that they have “the 
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_ sword of the Spirit ;” they must also know how to use it. A sword is ay. 
effective weapon when wielded by one who knows how to handle it; but, j 
the hands of one who is unaccustomed to it, it is not merely useless to hin 
but more dangerous, if possible, to himself than to anyone else. The diam 
is a valuable treasure ; but it is not less valuable, nor is it any less acceptahismit 
as a present, when cleaned and polished than when in its rough and dirty coqmmmanc 
dition as taken from the mine. It is right to use every honorable auxil 
for the spread of the truth ; and the Spirit of the Lord will prompt every may 
who is living so as to be under its influence, to avoid every unnecessary con 
flict with the prejudices and traditions of the people amongst whom he imp 
laboring, and to present the principles of truth to them in as pleasing agmmmbug 
acceptable a manner as possible. | pte 
It is true we are commanded to teach and preach by the aid of the Spirit mspu 
the Lord, instead of taking thought beforehand what we should say ; but thiggjman 
command was never designed to be so perverted as to encourage men in th@mmmthe | 
fallacious expectation that the Lord would do all for them, and speak througigimans 
them, without any effort or preparation on their own part. The farthfulgmbe 
servants of the Lord, in this dispensation, have the same promise extended tqqqgou! 
them which was given to the ancient Apostles and disciples—viz., that th 
Spirit shall bring to their remembrance all things that are necessary for them 
to utter when they stand up in advocacy and defence of the Gospel. But, ifjmalre 
their minds are vacant and have never been stored with the principles of thay“! 
Gospel and general, useful knowledge, there wotld be nothing for the Spirit 
the Lord to operate upon ; and, as it would be impossible for any being tagm—dlo 
bring to their remembrance that which they never knew, they would be veygmmy’" 
likely to be extremely disappointed in the aid which they expected to receive gi +2¢ 
It is the duty of the Elders to constantly study the revelations which the Long? 
has given to his children in all ages, and to make themselves thorough 
familiar with all the doctrines and principles of the Church, and to store ther 
minds with all the direct or indirect proofs, whether from sacred or profane 
history, of the truths they are advocating. Then, they may, with confidence, 
ask and expect the Spirit of the Lord to aid them in selecting and bringing 
forth, from the store-house of the mind, those truths which are best adaptel 
to the wants and circumstances of the people they are addressing. 


“AN ANXIOUS INQUIRER.”—We have received a rather lengthy lett _ 
with the above signature, which want of space will not permit us to inset 
But, though contrary to usage to notice an anonymous communication, we #7 
a few words in reply, as the writer appears to be candid and sincere, and 
expresses great anxiety to receive an answer to his questions, and we have 00 
wish to leave undone anything that might tend to lead one soul into the light P | 
peace and liberty of the Gospel. Nevertheless, if the writer, as he informs us, de 
has read the works to which he alludes, including ‘“‘ Divine Authority, ty 
Elder Orson Pratt, and still fails to be convinced of the Divine origin ae 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we confess we do not know what W. 
arguments to use to remove his doubts. The questions he propounds are © 
thoroughly discussed and answered—so far as mere argument can oun ch 
them—in the works of the Church, that we cannot conceive how any cand 
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archer after truth can carefully and prayerfully peruse them and. yet fail to 
. convinced and satisfied. The writer clearly sees the apostate condition of 
be so-called Christian world ; is fully convinced of the necessity and scriptur- 
ty of new revelation, and is perfectly satisfied that the system which Joseph 
smith established is precisely similar, in every particular and in all its ordi- 
unces, doctrines and promised blessings, to that which Jesus and his early 
Apostles taught and sought to establish, and yet he asks, may it not be like 
‘s base and counterfeit coin made to imitate a genuine one in every respect 1?” 

Was spurious coin ever issued unless genuine coin of similar external 
ppearance was in circulation? That would be an absurdity. If Bank of 
England notes were entirely withdrawn from circulation, would any one 
nttempt to counterfeit them? No; the true ones must first be issued, before 
wurious ones will make their appearance. False christs arose and deceived 
many after the true Christ had come. The magicians of Egypt could imitate 
the miracles of Moses after he had performed them. So, false prophets are to 
rise in the last days ; but true ones must precede them, otherwise there would 
be nothing for them to imitate, and, as with spurious coin that had no true 
wunterpart, no one would be deceived by them. 

“The question to be solved is simply this,—lIs it in reality of Divine Origin ; 
nis it perfect in form but destitute of power.” Of the form the writer is 
already perfectly satisfied ; as to the power of the Gospel of the Son of God, 
here is but one way in which he or anyone else can know anything concerning 
it. Jesus said, 1800 years ago—when his doctrine was quite as unpopular as 
Mormonism is to-day—‘‘ If any man will do his (the Father’s) will, he shal 
know of the doctrine whether I speak of myself or whether it is of God.” 
housands, then and since, have proved the truth of that promise, and have 
received a knowledge of the truth of the divine mission of Jesus by the revela- 
tions of the Holy Ghost. The same promise was made by Joseph Smith, and 
8 also to be found recorded in the beginning of the last chapter of the Book of 
Mormon. We commend our correspondent to its perusal; and promise him, 
when he seeks for wisdom with the same earnestness he would for promised 
worldly treasures ; when he is so anxious and determined to know and do the 
will of God that no persecution nor trial will deter him from it, then,—by 
obeying the will of God as revealed through his servant Joseph, he shall know, 
by his own experience, that the power, as well as the form of Godliness, is 
enjoyed in this Church, by those who conform their lives to its doctrines and 
the precepts of its Divine Author, Jesus. 4 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

> Sournampron.—We were pleased to receive another letter from Elder David 

‘, Kimball, under date of Sept. 4th, from which we learn that he is well, and 
a himself energetically to the work of the ministry. He takes much 

a in his labors and in visiting among the Saints who receive him with 

“ag usual kindness. He speaks very hopefully of the future prospects of the 
ork in that Conference. 

ARTHENSHIRE ConFERENCE.—Elder Evan A. Richards writes very 
*eringly from this portion of the vineyard, on the 11th inst. He had been 
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to visit his friends, to whom he had borne a faithful testimony of the try} 
the Gospel. They treated him very kindly, and listened to what he haj 
say about the Latter-day Work very attentively. He is abundantly satis 
with his appointed field of labor, and has busied himself constantly, sing 
arrival there, in preaching to the Saints and strangers, both in chapels and 
of doors, and has experienced great joy in his labors thus far. He say 
feels as he ever did, on hand to do anything for the advancement of 
Father’s kingdom and the salvation of his fellow-beings, and is ready, tot 
end, to carry out the counsel of the servants of God who preside over him, 


Tretanp.—Elder John Reid, writing from Belfast on the 7th instant, say” | 
**This last season has been very severe on the brethren here for work with 
exception ; we have not had work half the time. I had to bring the Saints 
meet in my house on account of not being able to pay hall rent ; but they Si % 
feeling well and intend, by the help of God, to do their duty, and whitd., 
commands you give we are ready to obey them. The Stars are the only] 
that shines on us, and for them we are very thankful. You will see by 
Statistical Report that our numbers have not decreased during the last ham’? 
year, and this week I have to baptize two men. There are still a fea, , 
Ireland if we could get near them ; but we know the Lord will find them « 
We have priestcraft in all its horrors to contend with here ; but we know 
we are in the Church of Jesus Christ, and that thought makes us feel stn 
in all our difficulties.” 


Bristot ConFERENCE.—Elder Justin C. Wixom, writing from Bath, on 
4th inst., says that he is in the enjoyment of good health and the Spirit of 
Lord, and feels desirous to be obedient to those placed over him, and t 
instrumental in assisting to build up the kingdom of God and estab st 
truth and righteousness on the earth. He continues :—“ This is a g 
dispensation in which we live, and it requires great exertions on the part of 
Saints to overcome the imperfections of their natures and the many tempat 
by which they are surrounded. Where I have been travelling, as 4 gem 
thing the Saints enjoyed a good spirit; yet there are some who app ae De 
fferent to their own salvation. I find many good people outside of this Chu 
but they are so mingled up with wickedness, and so blinded by prei@iiiew: 
_ through the lies that are being circulated regarding us, that they have ist 

power to shake off their traditions and receive the truth. I do wish those 

have embraced the truth would live their religion and seek to build UP acl. 
kingdom of God. If we would do our duty and live the life of Saints, ¢ 
striving to accomplish that which our Father placed us here on the earth . 
we would enjoy the Spirit and power of the Lord, which would enable 
improve our own minds, and to open the way for the reception of the truu 
the midst of others.” | 

MANCHESTER CONFERENCE.—By letter from Elder Joseph H. Felt, ad 
Manchester, on the 5th inst., we are pleased to learn of his continue’ 
health ; that he is energetically engaged in visiting the Saints and stzl j : 
comfort and edify them ; that they receive him with that kindness oe E 
that attention to his teachings which the faithful Saints always a : 
towards an Elder from Zion ; and that he is in the enjoyment of the ; : 
the Lord which causes him to rejoice in the performance of his allotted ey 
He expresses his thankfulness to the Lord and his servants for counting Mijall 

worthy to be sent on a mission to proclaim the Everlasting Gospel, 
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mined, by the assistance of the Spirit of the Lord, to do his duty and — 
‘¢ in rolling forward the work of salvation. : 
iyentca.—The following is an extract from a letter written on the 7th of 
»mber, 1862, by a young man residing in Salt Lake City, named S. McLatchie, — 


and bis friends in this country :— 
The journey to this place is one of the best schools for training the m ind, trying the 
me ‘mage fully developing what is in the heart, that could be imegined. "Tee per 


rance of this journey requires much faith, patience, forbearance, and calm reflection ; 
js pleasant if you keep the Spirit of God in your bosom, but if you are fretful and fault-_— 
fing, it isa hard one. The Lord blessed me and my family all the a through. As 

m as I arrived in this I obtained at weaving. I can earn from 
¢ to four dollars per day. ere is plenty of work for everybody here—none have 
sion to go hungry or want for anything if they will work; but this is no place for — 


t—such as flour, potatoes, corn, meat, &c. Clothing is being made here from the 
«land cotton raised in this territory. This is a very pretty place; it is not like the old 
is in Babylon, where the people are crowded upon one another. Streets are wide; . 
ter runs down the side of each street; trees are planted by the streams, which make 
scity look like one vast garden ; peach and apple trees grow around most of the houses, © 
ye people here are almost all dressed in home-made clothes, and they look well. 
ye most of them observe the Mormon Creed, ‘ Mind your own business.’ I have seen 
d conversed with President Brigham Young—he is a perfect gentleman ; he is all that 
been said of him—a man of God, Prophet, Seer, and Revelator. His counsels are 
th more than fine gold to the Saints of latter-days. He is kind and free to all who 
ish to do right. There are many others here like him. ‘To the pure all things 
re’ in these mountains; this is my testimony.” 
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war in America, knowing it commenc- 


THA at the p oO y the Prophet . 

at Joseph, feel, assuredly, that the great 
ng _ ‘Reading, Sept. 4th, 1863. | day of God Almighty is at hand: and. 
Cannon, who shall be able tostand? The whis-. 


Dear Brother, —-I am happy to say | pering of the still small voice of the 

tat I have had much pleasure in my | Spirit is,—‘‘ He that is just and true, 

ew field of labor in the Southampton | and followeth the Lamb wheresoever 

¢ Mp strict, assigned me in March . | he goeth, shall overcome and sit down 
¢ Wa also affords me much pleasure to say | in the kingdom of our Father and 
soon to | God.” Saints to take new 
elare our independence, by being | courage, and, by the,aid of that living 
a from debt ; and when once out of | faith which ea once delivered unto 
ft, by the blessing and wisdom of | the Saints, to lay by the means to 
od, we will try and keep out. Ican/|secure their emancipation from old 

ruly say that 1 enjoy myself in labor- | Babylon. Our last emigration took 

lg among the Saints in this part of | some seventy souls from this District ; 

ue vineyard ; for, as a general thing, | but we hope soon to be able to say 

ly are willing to do as they are told. | that our numbers are far in advance of 
‘Me lave visited through this District | what they were before the emigration, 
‘ace, going from Branch to Branch, | as we are almost weekly adding to 
aching the Saints in their every-day | them by way of baptism. Our out- 
ues, including the all-importance of | door preaching has a good effect in 
mithering home to the Zion of our] some neighborhoods, and we trust it 
od, 80 as to escape the judgments may bo 

lat shortly will be poured out upon | embrace the truth. Many listen with 

all nations, interest to the warning voice of the 
The people, when looking at the Elders, and, like those on the day of 


1s. There is not much money here, but there is plenty of everything you wantto 
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Pentecost, are heard to cry out, ‘‘ What 
shell we do to be saved.” 

The Elders from the Valley, sent to 
my assistance, are diligently laboring 
in their fields of labor. ey carry 
the spirit of Zion with them, and as 
iron s neth iron, so does associa- 
tion with the Elders from Zion sharpen 
the feelings of those who love and obey 
the truth. May God bless the young 
Elders who have left all for the sake 
of the Gospel, and make them mighty 
in helping to b ing in a reign of — 
upon the earth. Brother D. P. Kim- 
ball will remain for the present in the 
Southampton Conference, where his 
labors are much appreciated by all the 
Saints. Brother Pullmer is laboring 
in the Dorset Conference, with brother 
Bird ; and, from a recent visit to that 
Conference, I feel that they will be 
able to do a good work; they have 
been called to baptize afew, and others 
are knocking at the door of baptism, 
which proves that the harvest there is 
not yet ended. 

A 30th, I met with Elders 
Gillet and Patten in Newbury, and 
held a priesthood meeting in the fore- 
noon. In the afternoon the Chapel 
was filled to overflowing. As usual, 
the authorities of the Church were 
presented before the Saints, and unani- 
mously sustained. After attending to 
the business of the Conference, brothers 
Gillet, Patten, and myself gave such 
counsel and instruction as God, in his 
wisdom, bestowed upon us. All pre- 
sent seemed blessed in comingtogether, 
for the spirit of God twesibed over the 
m ng. Brother Gillet 
upon uties in taking c e of the 
business of the Reading Seuiccsnen, 
and I trust, by the blessing of God, 
will prove a father to the people, and 
lead the souls of men in the way of 
life and salvation. Brother Patten 
will continue with brother Gillet, and 
I have confidence that their united 
endeavors will be of great benefit to 
the Saints in building them up in the 
things of God. This District, as a 
general thing, I am happy to say, is 
in a healthy condition, and the work 
is upward and on . The Priest- 
ee are one with me in preparing the 
Saints for their homeward journey to 
the Zion of our God. 
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remain, your brother, in the covenay 
of peace, 
| W. Swow, 


BEDFORD CONFERENCE, 


Bedford, Sept. 7th, 1863, 
President Cannon, | 

Dear Brother,—It is with pleasun 
that I read the letters of my brethns 
in the Star, stating the advance of the 
kingdom of God in the various Cor 
ferences ; and to learn that, while th 
One and followers are trying 
to do a great deal in spreading erro 
and darkness over the minds of the 
people, the Priesthood of God are « 
com erm. a little towards the final 
establishing of our Father’s Kingdom 
For, although it is only the few that 
obey the Gospel, compared with the 
many that follow wickedness and sin, 
yet the few will be far the most power- 
ful, when clothed with the power and 
authorty of the Priesthood, and mus 
overcome the many. 

It is now some five months since you 
appointed me to labor in this part of 
the Mission, and I can truly say | 
never rejoiced more in my labors than! 
do at the present time. harvest 
we have not been able to hold regular 
meetings, except on Sundays, for the 
greater part of the Saints have had to 
morning, and not qul nine 0 
at night, which almost unfitted them 
for attending even on Sundays. But 


now we shall begin again in ear HE me 
nest, izing the benefit of having app 
plenty to do. The Saints in this 


ference are, as I have ever found the 
Saints where I have travelled, a goo, 
warm-hearted people, and wherever al 
Elder makes his stay with them he * 
ceives a hearty welcome. They . 
well, and rejoice all the ime m th 
testimony they have received 
Divinity of the principles they ‘ 
embraced. Yet there are some er 
have the name of Saints, but are “a 
so in reality, for they have not 

interest of the Cause of Truth at h 

so much as some I know of, who have 


not a standing in the Kingd om of God. Ba inte 
They are like the Laodiceans, whol - 


Id. 
John wrote to,—neither hot nor co” 
Still we feel to hold on to them 
they have drawn the last nail ou 


God to bless you in your labor, 
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» berth that holds them in the old , right, for which I thank my God, 
hip Zion, and perhaps they may see | and hope we may do a good work, 

the necessity of waking up out of their Many of the Saints are preparing to 
thargy, and being Samts in very | emigrate next season, and we ho 
deed. 1 am happy to say this class is | they will succeed in following in 

but small, and that the majority of | wake of those previously gone to enjoy 
he Saints are living their religion. | the blessings has in store for 
They are generally willing to re- | people. 
sond to the law of Tithing, and have| Accept my kind love, and may God 
ystified to me that by doing so| bless you with wisdom im all your — 
God has blessed them temporally and | labors, and health to carry them out, | 
iritually. is the prayer of your brother in the 
Since last Conference a number have | Gos | | 
ben added to the Church, and in the THomas Owen Kine, 


future our prospects look quite as 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


EncLaND.—It ‘is said that the English Cabinet, fearing that France may 
take possession of Mexico, is strongly endeavoring to persuade the Emperor of 
Austria to consent to the acceptance of the Mexican throne by the Archduke 
Maximilian. It is said that 8,000 Irishmen will be enrolled for service in the — 

new empire. | 

France.—Considerable discontent is said to exist among the masses of the 
people. With the exception of the moneyed classes, the whole population is - 
i favor of interference in behalf of Poland. 

Russia.—The Czar has declined to accept the mediatorial interference of the 
Three Powers in behalf of Poland ; he has very politely told them to mind 
their own business. He has also approved the course of General Mouravieff, 
by addressing the latter a letter of thanks. 

PoLanp.—The insurrection continues, but with little prospect of success 
he unless foreign interference is obtained. e Cologne Gazette says that a Polish © 
‘ni Parliament, consisting of 300 members, is to be enrolled, ani is to meet in 
mim ngland. ‘The first matters on which it will deliberate are—1. A bill for orga- 
IgM tizing the national army. 2. A regular system of taxation. 3. The choice of 
Mm uembers of the new Government, and what form it shall assume. 4. The 
Sim ‘Ppontment of a Ministry. 5 A code of administrative and penal laws. 

‘2 Awertca.—At latest advices from Charleston neither Forts Wagner nor 
My Sumter were taken, though it was extremely — that both would soon 
yf ll. The monster guns that bombarded Charleston from a distance of five 
ni ules have burst. A-grand expedition is on foot for the capture of Mobile. — 
"fam ‘tis said the Washington Government will not attempt to interfere in Mexican 
alairs at present. “‘ ttan’s” last New York letter is written in a des- 
nding tone ; he predicts troublous times, and says that anarchy is —s 
Be Yetng over New York City and State, and clouds are gathering all around. 
The New York Common Council has passed the $3,000,000 exemption fund 
fy “dinance over the veto of Mayor Opdyke : it is estimated that the conscripts’ 
‘Hel cost Government nearly $4,000 per man. Mr. F. B. Smith, of P | 
delphia, « conscript, has determined to test the constitutionality of the draft in 
the Supreme Court of that city. The New York Herald thinks that President — 
Lineoln’s letter to the Springfield Convention proves that he regards the war as 
uterminable. The New York Times says the draft has been abandoned in Ohio 
ind Tlinois, and it was inferred Indiana will be exempted, the opposition of 
the Western States being too pow for Mr. Lincoln’s Government to contend 
juin the absence of a sufficient army to exercise the same control in each of 
ose Btates as in New York. 
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